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Abstract: The groupers are commercially important marine species over the world, and they are also the
important mariculture species of the coastal provinces in south China. The great variety of the species and
the lack of morphological characteristics led to much confusion and dispution in their phylogenetic rela-
tionships and species identification. In the present study, we try to reveal the phylogenetic relationships
of groupers on molecular level. The partial mitochondrial cytochrome b (Cyt b) gene and two ribosomal
genes (168 and 12S) were combined and applied to species identification and relationship analysis of 13
Epinepheline species from 3 genera distributed in coastal waters of south China. The results showed that:
(DThe mitochondrial genes are appropriate as molecular markers for Epinepheline species identification

because considerably high sequence difference among species and very low within species were found in
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these 3 genera; (2) Epinephelus was more closely related to Cephalopholis than to Plectropomus; (3) The

genetic relationship was very close between E. akaara and E. awoara, E. merra and E. longispinis,

E. coioides and E. corallicola.
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Tablel  Origin of the samples
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(E. fasciatus) 2 o
e S B A o
(E. merra) 4 H
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v "
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B :
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RbAE A B 12 YN
(E. coioides) YT
FEBEA B N
(E. corallicola) 2 Wil
JUibify EAWIW i .
( Cephalopholis) ( C. sonnerati) 2 By
BRI N
408 3 £ ( P. maculatus) 2 M
Plec ] Slogl
( Plectropomus ) k73 L 3 i
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*2 5l EIF

Table 2 Primers and their sequences

REH - 5IHE 51975
5" ~CGA AGCTTGATATGAAAAACC
114724
ol ATCGTTG ~3'
Y 5' ~ AAACTGCAGCCCCTCAGAATG
H15149
ATATTTGTCCTCA ~3'
16Sar L 5’ ~ CGCCTGTTTATCAAAAACAT ~3'
16S rRNA
16Sar H 5"~ CCGGTCTGAACTCAGATCACGT ~3'
Lioor 5~ AAAAAGCTTCAAACTGGGATT
AGATACCCCACTAT ~3'
12S rRNA
5" ~ TGACTGCAGAGGGTGACGGG
H1478
CGGTGTGT ~3'
.24 REa4 A MEGA3. 1 H I MR 4

Kimura XS HE R AR AL B, X3 BiEH Jy
553 A AR EE (Neighbor-joining, NJ) il KA
2] ( Maximum - parsimony , MP ) & 4t B, 2z )5 H3
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& NJ Fi MP 248, & F Bootstrapl1000 #5563 A%
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2 45 R

2.1 FIRER

TS 13 Bl BEAEH) Cyt b BEPN R Bk
423 bp, oI AFIERE, FEH/ A Z N 2.5,
SCA7AE 25 FhE B R 51, R A 364 153 g 5
find, HAR2E B 139 4~ BIFIRE LSS
Wm0, 14, PR IR 22 5 500K 59.84 (K 3).
MFHNASRE, FOIZEREUN. HARM, Bl
ABE AP A ERA B BRBEA A
DEGB R AP FUARIR , HAx 0 BRI N A7 7R 5
firi1~84 (£4).

KR T AMBA/ BRI, D FTAT 13 Fp B2
1) 16S rRNA HE[H 5 BE 592 bp, Feffe/ Aitfe Z Loy
2.2, AFEAE 21 FORAEIIES, FRAEIEA 139 4
AL, HAPRAFERAL 119 1 BHIRZH
PESEHY 0. 08, P PYRLHT IR 22 5 Bk 46. 62 (3R
3)o FANFIIZESEUN, BARE, fES AR
A IRAT B AR AR B f 20U R SRE S e s o
WIFFIRE, HAR A BEAR ATFAEE SO 1 ~3
(54,

13 M BEAZERY 128 rRNA JEH Jy BEAF7E S A
WA/BRK, EBRIG N 434 bp, ¥/ W Z Ly
2.2, AFAE 14 FhEAG TR 5, 8 (Al 3L A 87 4>
ARSEEL, HP R AR B AL 70 4 TR ZHE
PEAREON 0.08, IR IR 22 7 ik 34.74 (3%
3)o MNAESAR/N (ESALA T A AR R 5]
14 7f) , BREVSCSEB S B A AFAE 1 A7 322 5751,
Hanam i EsIfE (%4).
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Table 3  Genetic informative indices of the

mitochondrial genes of 13 Epinepheline species

ARG IR Cyt b 16S 128
(A=P5Y i 423 592 434
I AFIELR 0 7 5
i/ e 2 L 2.5 2.2 2.2
A5 S AR 153 139 87
fAT 295 B AR 139 119 70
PALETRIEL 25 21 14
AR 2R 0. 14 0.08 0.08

ST R 22 AL 59. 84 46. 62 34. 74
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Table 4 Intraspecies genetic variations of 13 Epinepheline species
Cyt b 168 128
ik
ARSI R RS PAFEE BRI AR
R AR E. akaara 1 2 1 2 0 1
GREE: &itl E. awoara 0 1 0 1 0 1
SUPSE:iNitl E. fasciaius 0 1 2 2 0 1
Lo WaE (i E. merra 2 3 1 2 0 1
ik 5 T B E. longispinis 0 1 0 1 0 1
A A1 BE L E. bleekeri 0 1 0 1 0 1
1 mi AT E. fuscoguttatus 2 3 2 3 0 1
ol O B AR E. lanceolatus 2 3 1 2 0 1
Rl A E. coioides 4 3 1 2 0 1
PRBE A E. corallicola 0 1 0 1 0 1
T I C. sonnerati 1 2 0 1 0 1
A P. maculatus 0 1 0 1 0 1
ISR P. leopardus 8 3 3 3 1 2
2.2 RESH 22513 o B2 A A B
MBKERE, LRhifk 3 NEE DI RBE LA Table 5 Intergeneric genetic distance of 13 Epinepheline species
P9 s A2 BE 2 34k o B £ 5 U B 1 e E C P
AN, SEREREE RO, RULAR AR S U E E o
ABOEWRG KRR (£S5).
MFOKTART , AIRIRLH 79175 R s 1 ¢ 0.18498  ———
PREANIR] . 13 Tl 36 #1288 ol ) 35 % B 25 e K1) 2 p 0.228 45  0.201 04 L
AR BN B S BER RS (Cyt b, BEAFER) |
RO B S BOSRRS (168) | fEs B gy & [memsenenc gonetic distance O b
RRE (12S) 5 S5/ NI J 53] SRy 5 S0 R B 5 3 G k ¢ P
WG (Cyt b, 128, BRGHEH) . SR ARASH E -
L3 (16S) (F£6), C 0. 105 77 e
F—H, FABEE9 MR, L p 0.16428  0.16270 —
BORH R ety R S F A (Cyub) L i £ b. Intergeneric genetic distance—16
Bifa S5 AR (16S, BRAFER) . 5 A Bt . c "
5 RINAREMA (12S); BEIRE fR/ Ny ok c —
RABEE5H A, C 0.067 68 -
HRPEZORLAR Cyt b JEP P S HEE NI Fil MP R 40 p 0.141 62 0.113 40 o
BB, H5R0T 13 Fa BRI IR AT fojergeneric genetic distance——125
BEfOJE . U R SRR E A B RS, B3 A B B b
HRMBEM. aXAE S5 IR EZLRK . -
i, BRI ML T REM R, 18 C 0.115 70 S
NJ ZGiW, ABEAJRIE RPN RERE Ch 7 P 0.176 40  0.158 20 —

WL, ROy A BEA B RE), A B S5
fi, FARM, B AsEM, BEABEM ., fEan
AL R AT AT BE AL, BRI A 5 4 i B |

d. Intergeneric genetic distance combined genes

(1 : E = Epinephelus, C = Cephalopholis, P = Plectropomus)
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Table 6 Interspecies genetic distance of 13 Epinepheline species

s E. lanceolatus  E. fuscoguttatus  E. coioides E. corallicola E. akaara E. awoara E. fasciatus E. bleekeri  E. merra E. longispinis C. sonnerati P. leopardus

E. lanceolatus ——

E. fuscoguttatus 0.120 33 —
E. coioides 0.144 19 0.126 53 —
E. corallicola 0. 148 64 0. 124 69 0.10380 ———
E. akaara 0.159 51 0.123 28 0.15040 0.16787 ———
E. awoara 0. 191 86 0.131 99 0.13474 0.17072 0.10116 ———
E. fasciatus 0. 189 06 0. 161 36 0.19100 0.17450 0.18142 0.15538 ———
E. bleekeri 0. 146 67 0.123 03 0.15007 0.14205 0.12710 0.12982 0.16234 ———
E. merra 0.171 62 0.117 88 0.14359 0.176 89 0.14141 0.13805 0.18142 0.12653 ———
E. longispinis 0. 149 46 0.109 11 0.168 75 0.13255 0.13835 0.16627 0.17237 0.12354 0.11012 ———
C. sonnerati 0.196 32 0. 168 08 0.17777 0.20128 0.18447 0.17460 0.23376 0.16210 0.18390 0.17435 ———
P. leopardus 0.223 47 0.201 77 0.21420 0.21142 0.23776 0.22431 0.22971 0.20430 0.22684 0.23025 0.18564 ———
a. Interspecies genetic distance Cyt b
4 E. lanceolatus E. corallicola E. fuscoguttatus E. merra  E. longispinis  E. akaara  E. awoara E. fasciatus E. bleckeri E. coioides C. sonnerati P. leopardus

E. lanceolatus —_—
E. corallicola  0.038 43 ——
E. fuscoguttatus 0. 045 68 0. 029 37 —
E. merra 0.071 78 0. 054 81 0. 060 21 —_—
E. longispinis 0. 062 32 0.049 18 0.056 54 0.025 89 ——
E. akaara 0.056 75 0.040 10 0.045 51 0.02948  0.024 12 —
E. awoara 0.058 72 0.043 79 0.04740 0.03123 0.02948 0.01022 ———
E. fasciatus 0.081 51 0. 067 86 0.067 77  0.06232 0.051 15 0.04385 0.04208 ———
E. bleekeri 0. 060 36 0.049 13 0.04908 0.04556 0.040 14  0.02940 0.03482 0.05683 ———
E. coioides 0. 047 59 0.031 27 0.040 14  0.04729 0.04006  0.031 12 0.02937 0.05841 0.04729 ———
C. sonnerati 0. 106 41 0.102 48 0.09615 0.11447 0.11049  0.098 45 0.098 57 0.12521 0.09824 0.10046 ———
P. leopardus 0. 154 74 0. 170 37 0.159 11 0.17003 0.16542 0.17003 0.16796 0.17452 0.16146 0.15896 0.161 63 ———

16S

b. Interspecies genetic distance

4 E. awoara  E. akaara E. bleekeri E. fasciatus E. merra  E. longispinis E. fuscoguttatus E. coioides E. lanceolatus E. corallicola C. sonnerati P. leopardus

E. awoara ——
E. akaara 0.01871 ———
E. bleekeri 0.050 47 0.038 13 ———
E. fasciatus  0.050 31  0.040 47 0.050 31
E. merra 0.03794 0.02828 0.04302 0.04525 ———
E. longispinis  0.057 90 0.047 95 0.058 10 0.05521 0.023 54 —_—
E. fuscoguttatus 0.073 73 0.063 25 0.076 08 0.086 47 0.076 23  0.078 74 ——
E. coioides 0.070 82 0.065 61 0.078 47 0.078 23 0.068 10  0.067 99 0. 033 20 —
E. lanceolatus  0.078 60 0.068 10 0.080 99 0.078 13 0.07583  0.075 71 0. 040 53 0. 035 60 —_—
E. corallicola  0.073 32 0.065 51 0.078 34 0.07049 0.07320 0.073 09 0. 038 06 0.028 28 0.028 33 ——
C. sonnerati  0.080 99 0.07571 0.083 65 0.083 20 0.078 23  0.086 06 0. 052 91 0. 047 87 0.042 82 0. 045 31 —
P. leopardus  0.149 61 0.140 37 0.158 13 0.15135 0.15747 0.163 26 0.117 90 0.129 20 0.117 77 0.12337 0.11248 —

c. Interspecies genetic distance 125
4 E. lanceolatus E. fuscoguttatus E. coioides E. corallicola E. akaara E. awoara E. fasciatus E. bleekeri  E. merra E. longispinis C. sonnerati P. leopardus
E. lanceolatus —
E. fuscoguttatus 0. 064 90 —
E. coioides 0. 070 37 061 83 —

E. corallicola  0.065 09
E. akaara 0. 088 42
E. awoara 0. 100 74
E. fasciatus 0.109 94
E. bleekeri 0. 090 61
E. merra 0. 100 45

E. longispinis ~ 0.090 61
C. sonnerati 0.111 00

P. leopardus 0.162 54

058 08 0.05050 ———

072 57 0.07407 0.08216 ———

078 91 0.07093 0.087 00 0.03783 ———

099 41 0.10023 0.097 81 0.07966 0.07561 ———

077 91 0.08501 0.08353 0.05885 0.06575 0.08362 ———

081 26 0.08021 0.09336 0.05955 0.06250 0.089 09 0.06720 ———

078 07 0.08340 0.07954 0.06257 0.07502 0.08514 0.06876 0.04832 ———

102 78 0.10542 0.11129 0.11528 0.11444 0.14149 0.11178 0.12263 0.120 93 —

158 47 0.16542 0.16742 0.17986 0.17830 0.18302 0.17270 0.18230 0.18309 0.153 30 —

SRR = =

d. Intergeneric genetic distance combined genes
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b.MP phylogenetic tree-Cyt b
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Fig. 1 NJ and MP phylogenetic trees based on Cyt b

gene sequences of 13 Epinepheline species
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b.MP phylogenetic tree-16S

B2 BT 13 R B2 16S rRNA L
JF 51 NJ Rl MP 2 Ge 4
Fig.2 NJ and MP phylogenetic trees based on 16S rRNA

gene sequences of 13 Epinepheline species
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a.NJ phylogenetic tree-12S
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b.MP phylogenetic tree-12S

B3 BT 13 R B 128 rRNA JER
FeBig NI A1 MP R Gy
Fig. 3 NJ and MP phylogenetic trees based on 125 rRNA

gene sequences of 13 Epinepheline species
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